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Claims 1-31 are pending. A set of formal replacement formal drawings is being 
submitted herewith. No new matter has been added. 

Initially, although the Examiner has indicated that the various references cited in 
the previously- filed Information Disclosure Statements have been considered, and the box is 
checked off indicating that the forms PTO-1449 were returned with the Office Action, these 
initialed forms were not attached to the Action. It is requested that the initialed PTO-1449 
forms be attached to the next Office Action. 

Claims 1-31 were rejected under 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, as indefinite. 
The position has been taken that the terms "canonical path" and "clique" are unclear. 
Applicants comment as follows. 

The concise Oxford English Dictionary, Eighth Edition, 1991, defines the word 
"canonical" as "authoritative, standard, accepted." "Clique" is defined as "a small exclusive 
group." The technical website www.vvebopedia.com, an online computer dictionary, defines 
"canonical" similarly, as "authoritative or standard, conforming to an accepted rule or 
procedure." In the specification, these terms are used in accordance with these understood 
definitions. The nodes in the network are arranged in "cliques," or groups, in the manner 
specified (in particular, two "cliques" being connected by a single path). Message distribution 
throughout the network is via "canonical" paths, i.e., a path that is authoritative, standard or 
conforms to an accepted rule, the "canonical" path being defined in the claim itself as the 
optimal route between nodes following three rules. As explained in the first few pages of the 
description of the preferred embodiment, by following the message flow rules required for a 
path to considered a "canonical" path, the appropriate structure of network is a set of 
"cliques" or groups. These are two ways of looking at the same concept. It is believed clear 
from the above that the terms were used in a clear and understandable manner, and the claims 
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using the terms are believed clearly to be definite and conform to Section 112, second 
paragraph. Withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

As to the requirement under 1.105, the appropriate background to the invention is 
any example of distributed dealing systems. Such systems are discussed in the background 
section and include the Togher et al. U.S. Patent 5,375,055, now assigned commonly with 
the present application. The international counterpart publication of the Togher et al. patent, 
WO 93/15467, was made of record in the IDS filed on March 29, 2001. The background 
art known to the applicants in the related field has already been identified in the IDS 
submissions filed previously. 

Applicants cannot submit any background information as to electronic trading 
systems with "canonical paths" or "cliques" because these concepts are part of the very 
invention to which the claims are directed and do not form part of the background 
knowledge. 

As to identifying specific improvements of the claims over the prior art, there is no 
requirement under U.S. Patent law to identify specific improvements. Applicants is entided to 
a patent unless the Patent Office identifies statutory reasons to the contrary, such as 
identifying a statutory basis to deny such grant. There is no requirement either that claims be 
written in Jepson format, with the improvement identified. For this reason, Applicants decline 
the Examiner's invitation. Since the Wilton reference was not cited in any rejection, it will not 
be commented upon by the Applicants. 



5 



Application No.: 09/602,498 



Docket No.: E3331.0467/P467 



In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is 
believed to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is 
respectfully requested to pass this application to issue. 

Dated: August 30, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 

By (J C^P Ma (J * 
Josejm W. ^agusa 

Registration No.: 38,586 
DJCKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & 

OSHINSKY LLP 
1177 Avenue of the Americas 
41st Floor 

New York, New York 10036-2714 
(212) 835-1400 
Attorney for Applicant 
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1 ilSStology /.klaima'toladsi/ n. the scientific study 
^cUmat! □oclimatological /-talodsiWeW a*. 

iSTrSSSi/ n. ft , 1 the event or point 
'TSeatest intensity or interest; a culmination or 
fpeJl a sexual orgasm. 3 Rhet. a a series arranged 
Sorter of increasing importance etc b the last term 
S ?uch a series. 4 EcoL a state of equilibrium reached 
S a plant community, -v.tr. & intr. colloq. bring or 
Sme to a climax. [LL f. Gk klimax -akos ladder, 

S X /klaim/ o & n -v. 1 ir. & m*r. (often foil, by 
C ^ Jc Xmou^t. go or come up, esp. by using 
Sne's hands. 2 intr. (of a plant) grow up a wall, tree 
SSlis etc. by clinging with tendrils or by twining. 3 
Mr make progress from one's own efforts, esp. in 
Sdal rank. inteUectual or moral strength, etc. 4 
(of an aircraft, the sun. etc.) go upwards. 5 intr 
dope upwards, -n. 1 an ascent by climbing 2 a a 
dace esp. a hill, climbed or to be climbed, b a 
rfcSnized route up a mountain etc □climb down 
^descend with the help of one's hands. 2 withdraw 
from a stance taken up in argument, negotiation, 
et c climb-down n. such a withdrawal 
climbing-frame a structure of joined bars etc for 
SSdren to climb on. climbing-iron a set of spikes 
attachable to a boot for climbing trees or ice slopes 
□oclimbable adj. [OE climban f. WG, rel. to cleave'] 
cUmber /'klaima(r)/ n. 1 a mountaineer. 2 a climbing 
dant. 3 a person with strong social etc. aspirations 
cUme /Maim/ n. literary 1 a region. 2 a climate. [LL 
clima: see climate] 

cUnch /klmtj/ u. & n. -u. 1 tr. confirm or settle an 
Sent, bargain, etc.) conclusively. 2 tafr. Boxiw 
a Wrestling (of participants) become too closely 
engaged. 3 intr. colloq. embrace. 4 tr. secure (a nail 
or rivet) by driving the point sideways when through. 
5 tr. Naut. fasten (a rope) with a particular half bitchy 
In 1 a a clinching action, b a clinched state. 2 
colloa an (esp. amorous) embrace. 3 Boxing & 
■ Wrestling an action or state in which participants 
become too closely engaged. [16th-c. var. of clench] 
clincher rklmtj(a)r/ n. colloq. a remark or argument 
that settles a matter conclusively, 
clincher-built var. of clinker-built. 
cline /klam/ n. Biol the graded sequence o "differ, 
ences within a species etc. G D clinaJ ad). [Gk hlino to 

cling Vlin/ v. & n. -v.intr. {past and past part 
clung /klAn/) 1 (foil, by to) adhere, stick, or hold 
on (by means of stickiness, suction, grasping, or 
embracing). 2 (foil, by to) remain pe "wtenfly or 
stubbornly faithful (to a friend, habit, idea, etc.). 3 
maintain one's grasp; keep hold; resist separation^ 
-n = clingstone, a cling film a very thin clinging 
transparent plastic aim, used as a covering esp. for 
. food cling together remain in one body or in 
contact, □□dinger n. clingingly adv. [OE clingan 
f. Gmc: cf. clench] 

clingstone /'klinstaun/ n. a variety of peach or 
nectarine in which the flesh adheres to the stone (cf. 

FREESTONE 2). . 

clingy fklirji/ a<*/. (dingier, dingiest) liable to 
cling, oaclinginess n. . 
clinic /'klmik/ n. 1 Brtt. a private or specialized 
hospital. 2 a place or occasion for giving specialist 
medical treatment or advice {eye cimfc; fertility 
clinic) 3 a gathering at a hospital bedside for the 
teaching of medicine or surgery. 4 OS a conference 
■- or short course on a particular subject (golf clinic). 
□□clinician /kli'nif(a)n/ n. [F clinique f. Gk klinike 
{UkhnS) clinical, lit. bedside (art)] 
; clinical /'klinikO)!/ adj. 1 Med. a of or for the 
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treatment of patients, b taught or learnt at the 
hospital bedside. 2 dispassionate, coldly detached, 
□clinical death death judged by observation of 
a person's condition, clinical medicine medicine 
dealing with the observation and treatment ot 
patients clinical thermometer a thermometer 
with a small range, for taking a persons 
temperature. □□ clinically adv. [L clmicus f. GK 
klinikos f. kline bedl . . 

clink' /klink/ n. & v. -n. a sharp ringing sound. 
-o l intr. make a clink. 2 tr. cause (glasses etc.) 
to clink. [ME, prob. f. MDu. klinkm. cf clang, clank] 
clink* /kunk/ n. (often prec. by in) si. prison. [I6tn 

c: orig. unkn.] ^ 
clinker 1 /'klink^r)/ n. 1 a mass of slag or lava. 2 a 
stony residue from burnt coal, [earlier clincard etc. 
f obs. Du. klinkaerd f. klinken clink 1 ] 
clinker* fklinkafr)/ n. 1 Brii. s/. something excellent 
or outstanding. 2 OS si. a mistake or blunder, [clink' 

clinker-built /'kiinke.bilt/ adj. (also cUncher-built 
/■klmtfabilt/) (of a boat) having external planks 
overlapping downwards and secured with clinched 
copper nails, [clink N.Engl. var. of clinch + -er'] 
clinkstone /'klinkstaun/ n. a kind of feldspar that 

rings like iron when struck, 
clinometer /ktai-nmmtaOrW n.. Surveying an in- 
strument for measuring slopes. [Gk klino to slope + 
meterI 

cliometrics /.klaia'metriks/ n.pl (usu. treated as 
sing.) a method of historical research making much 
use of statistical information and methods. [Clio, 
Muse of history + metric + -ics] 
clip' /klip/ n. & v. -n. 1 a device for holding things 
together or for attachment to an object as a marker, 
esp. a paper-clip or a device worked by a spring 2 a 
piece of jewellery fastened by a clip. 3^ a set of 
attached cartridges for a firearm, ~-v.tr <cUPP«U 
clipping) 1 fix with a cUp. 2 grip tightly 3 ^unround 
closely ccUp-on attached by a clip. [OE clyppan 

cSSflSp^ * ft «. -v.tr. (cupped, clipping) 1 cut 
w?th shears or scissors, esp. cut short or trim (hair 
wool. etc.). 2 trim or remove the hair or wool of (a 
person or animal). 3 colloq. hit smartly. 4 a omit (a 
letter etc.) from a word, b omit letters or syllables of 
(words pronounced). 5 Brit, remove a smaU piece of 
a ticket) to show that it has been used 6 cut ■ an 
extract) from a newspaper etc. 7 si. swtadle rob 8 
pare the edge of (a coin), -n. 1 an act of chpping, 
esp. shearing or hair-cutting. 2 colloq. a smart blow 
esp. with the hand. 3 a short sequence from a motion 
picture. 4 the quantity of wool cUpped from a sheep 
flock, etc. S colloq. speed, esp. rapid. □clip-Joint si. a 
club etc. charging exorbitant prices, clip a P«n»» « 
wings prevent a person from pursuing ambitions or 
Tcting effectively. oocUppable adj. [ME f. ON klippa. 

cuphoSd/'klipb^d/ il a small board with a sprmg 
clip for holding papers etc. and providing support 

cUp^lop n ^UpklD P / n. & o. -n. a sound such as 
the beat of a horse's hooves, -v.mtr. (-clopped, 
-clopping) make such a sound [urut.l 
cUpper /W*r>/ n. 1 (usu. in pi.) any of various 
insmiments for clipping hair, nnw^. hedges 
etc. 2 a fast sailing-ship, esp. one with raking bows 
and masts. 3 a fast horse, 
clippie fWipi/ n. Brit, colloq. a bus conductress 
clipping /■Wipm/ n. a piece clipped or cut from 

something, esp. from a newspaper. 
cSSe /kSk/ n. a small exclusive group of people 
□□cliquey adj. (cliquier, cliquiest). cUquish adj. 
cSquisLessTi. cliquism n. [F f. c/iauer cuck] 
CXit. aWr. Brir. Companion of Uteratiire. 
cUtic /'klitik/ n. (often attrib.) an enclitic or proclitic. 

□□diticization /-tikaiYeiJO)!!/ n. 
clitoris /'klitans, "klai-/ n. a smaU erectile part of 
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